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Happily ever after...

Let us plan your entire wedding in an exotic destination

1234 E. Front St., Port Angeles • 360-452-2188 or 1-800-455-7272
www.susanparrtravel.com
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Table of Contents Jumpstart your wedding planning
with the Bridal Show

There’s no better way to
get into the wedding plan-
ning spirit than attending
the annual Peninsula Daily
News Bridal Show.

From dresses and tuxe-
dos to diamonds and gifts,
exhibitors at the show will
show you what the North
Olympic Peninsula has to
offer brides-to-be.

Belva Bodey of Black
Diamond Bridal is once
again hosting a fashion
show featuring both custom
and pre-made dresses, some
coming from Italian design-
ers.

The fashion shows, each
lasting about 20 minutes,
will begin at 11 a.m., 12:30
p.m. and 2 p.m.

The fashion show not
only will feature wedding
gowns, but also the latest
in bridesmaid, flower girl
and mother-of bride and
groom dresses as well.

The show will feature all
sizes of models and the
basic dress styles.

New this year, Bodey will
be taking the stage between
fashion shows to demon-
strate how an off-the-rack
dress can be altered to
become the perfect dress
right before your eyes.

The floral arrangements

around the stage are being
produced by Avant Garde
Botanical in Sequim.

In addition to the fashion
show, 15 exhibitors will be
present with booths and dis-
plays offering gifts and dis-
counts on a variety of ser-
vices.

Professionals from across
the North Olympic Penin-
sula will help make plan-
ning your BIG day that
much easier.

You have a chance to
meet with photographers
and see examples of their
work, while enjoying cake
sample and looking at wed-
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ding gift ideas.
Here is a listing of the

exhibitors taking part in the
2007 Bridal Show.

Avant Garde Botanical will
be showing off the latest in flo-
ral design.

Black Diamond Bridal is
not only hosting the bridal fash-
ion show, but will also be avail-
able to talk about dress styles
and answer questions about the
dresses seen in the fashion
show.

Cedarbrook Lavender and
Herb Farm is a first time par-
ticipant, and offers a wonderful
venue for an outdoor wedding.
Stop by and talk to them about
their different facilities.

Cottage Queen is another
new participant and has a great
selection of bridal shower gifts,
bride and groom gear and a
selection of lingerie all with a
fun twist.

The Cutting Garden
located in Sequim is another
great outdoor wedding venue
that is set among a great flower

garden.
Diamonds Plus is also new

this year, and will be present
talking aboutdiamonds and
other fine jewelry. See the wide
selection of rings and necklaces
that will make your big day that
much more special.

Mark’s Photography is
back and will be discussing wed-
ding photography pricing and
types of things that can be done.
He will have slideshows of work
that he’s done also.

Natural Light Photogra-
phy invites you to come see
their style of photography and
discuss options for your big day.
You can get information about
the package prices and avail-
ability.

Necessities and Tempta-
tions offers a variety of gifts
that aren’t just pretty, but prac-
tical as well. Stop by and dis-
cuss gift registry.

Olympic Stationers carries
a range of products that every
bride will need. From invi-
tations to guest books, stop
by and see what they offer.

Something to Crow
About carries the Beverly
Clark bridal collection that

includes cake toppers garters
and more. Gift registry is also
an option.

Star’s Bakery have been
working in Port Angeles for 10
years now and bring 39 years of
experience. Sample their work
and discuss options for your
reception. Star’s enjoy making
unique cakes special to you.

Susan Parr Travel is back
and offering giveaways for a
$200 honeymoon gift certificate
and two-night getaway to
Nevada. Stop by and discuss
honeymoon packages.

The Toggery offers the lat-
est in tuxedos for your groom.
They will have a display of tuxe-
dos and have a showing of the
newest options.

The Wandering Angus from
Port Townsend is a great place to
find Celtic jewelry, China pat-
terns and gifts. Find traditional
wedding bands and toasting
glasses and more to make your
special day more personal to you.

Beverly Clark
BRIDAL COLLECTION

• CAKE TOPS

• GUEST BOOKS

• GARTERS

• TOASTING GLASSES

• KNIVES & SERVERS

HOME DECOR

PFALTZGRAFF

DISHWARE

LE CREUSET

BAKEWARE

PLACEMATS 
& NAPKINS

DISHCLOHES 
& DISHTOWELS

WILLOW TREE 
COLLECTION

BAUER POTTERY

LA VIE JEWELRY
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25%
OFF

Register at Something to 
Crow About and receive

your Beverly Clark Bridal 
Collection for your wedding

Complementary 
Gift Wrapping

Personal 
Shoppers

Complementary 
Local Delivery in 

Port Angeles1017 EAST FRONT ST. • PORT ANGELES • 360-417-2670
HOURS: 10 TO 5:30ISH MONDAY-FRIDAY • 10 TO 4ISH SATURDAY

71284785

71283023

360.452.8888

Before you make 
your wedding 

plans, call
C’est Si Bon.
We have a 

magnificent facility 
with gazebos, 

fountains & 
crystal 

chandeliers. 
Our food is superb 
and our 

rates are 
very 

reasonable.
It’s our 27th year!
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Saturday, Jan. 20, 2007

10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Guy Cole Convention
Center at Carrie Blake

Park in Sequim

Free Admission

Fashion shows, vendors
door prizes and more!

Show_____
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6



It is time to pick out the
perfect wedding location.
The North Olympic Penin-
sula is a beautiful place any
time of the year so why not
consider a location outside
of the ordinary? 

Chapels are traditional
wedding locations, but alter-
native locations are becom-
ing more popular. On the
North Olympic Peninsula
there are many alternative
wedding sites, one just
needs to do some research
and open their mind to
imagination. You never
know, the spot where you
shared the first kiss with
your loved one might just be
available for your wedding.
City of Port Angeles

If you are looking to save
money with the location of
your wedding, then give
public hot spots a try.

The city pier in down-
town Port Angeles has a
watch tower which leaves
the door open for creative
wedding arrangements.

The pier has been rented
out for weddings in the past,
says Amber Mozingo, Recre-
ation Coordinator with the
City of Port Angeles. The
long wooden boardwalk acts

as an excellent isle for the
bride to walk down with
water on either side.

“When you rent the pier
you are also renting the
stage and picnic area,”
Mozingo says. The distant
scenery of the mountains to
the south and the Strait of
Juan de Fuca to the North
surround the pier and holds
true beauty at this location.

There are no fees
attached with the city pier,
except “we do require that a
damage deposit is paid,”
Mozingo says.

Depending on the loca-
tion the damage deposit can
be anywhere from $50 to
$100. If the location is dam-
aged during the service than
the fee is nonrefundable, but
if everything checks out fine
then you just had a cost-free
wedding location.

The pier isn’t the only
public place weddings can
be celebrated.

“There have also been
some weddings at Francis
Street Park,” Mozingo says.

The park is located just
off the waterfront trail at
the end of Francis Street to
the north. This park offers
green shrubbery and a
small covered stage-like
area overlooking the water.

As night approaches the
area is well-lit, so the option
of a sunset or sunrise wed-
ding is possible.

Vern Burton Center and
Lincoln Park are two alter-
nate choices for a sheltered
wedding or reception.

For more information
contact the city recreation
department at 417-4550.
Olympic National Park

For a natural take on an
outdoor wedding, try the
Olympic National Park.
Breathtaking views and var-
ied backdrops during all
seasons leave traveler’s
minds open to endless wed-

ding possibilities in the
park.

The beach provides you
with the calming sounds of
the ocean, while the moun-
tains hold desolate beauty.

“If someone wants a wed-
ding in the park they need
to fill out a special use per-
mit application,” says Barb
Maynes, the park’s Public
Information Officer. For now
there is no charge for the
application.

The park pays special
attention to what event is
being planned and the num-
ber of people that will be
attending.

Park officials take into
consideration two factors
when considering an appli-
cation. First is to make sure
the event does not impact
park resources. The second
is making sure the
requested location does not
interfere with other park
visitors.

In reference to the Hur-
ricane Ridge area atop the
mountains in Port Angeles,
“we cannot allow people to
be on the meadow,” Maynes
says. “The terrace con-
nected to the lodge at three
in the afternoon would not

71285501

Wedding Invitations
From traditional to modern 
we have the invitations you 
are looking for. Choose from 
a wide variety of styles.

We are now offering 

bridal registry!
Register here for wedding gifts (home decor/
kitchen accessories) & receive 10% off your 
wedding invitation order from Regency.

• Feather Pens
• Guest Books
• Cake Tops
• Knives & Servers
• PhotoAlbums & Frames
• Napkins & Tableware
• Garters
• Toasting Glasses
• Wedding Planners

• Ring Pillows

457-6111
122 E. Front • Port Angeles
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A destination wedding
No need to look far from home

BY SHELLY ZORNES
PENINSULA DAILY NEWS

Imagine saying your “I do’s” with the majestic Olympic
Mountain range as your backdrop. This is just one of
many spectacular views afforded to you and your
guests in the Olympic National Park. The Hurricane
Ridge Visitor Center and other park facilities are an
option for your wedding destination.

TURN TO DESTINATIONS/PAGE 5
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be an acceptable time.”
Foot traffic tends to slow down as the day pro-

gresses, leaving nighttime and early morning
weddings a main attraction. “I attended a wed-
ding there at sunset and it was gorgeous,”
Maynes says.

A person can expect to receive a response to
their permit request within two weeks. For more
information about obtaining a permit, contact the
chief ranger’s office at 360-565-3112.

The lodges throughout the park such as
Kalaloch Lodge
and Lake Crescent
Lodge must be con-
tacted directly for
wedding requests.
Historic Dungeness

Schoolhouse
A classic wed-

ding location would
be at The Historic
Dungeness School-
house in Sequim.
The schoolhouse
first opened in
1893 and has been
remodeled and ren-
ovated a few times
since, but still

maintains its original charm.
The schoolhouse now operates

as a part of the Museum and
Arts Center in Sequim and has
been open to events of all kinds
for at least ten years. “We have
about half-a-dozen weddings per
year,” says Claude Cole, the
Schoolhouse Manager. The num-
ber of weddings is growing each
year though.

The white two-story, high
ceilinged schoolhouse sits on a
lot just off of the Sequim Dunge-
ness road at 2781 Towne Road.
Vertical windows surround all
sides of the building and a bell
tower sits atop the
structure. The upstairs
room has a stage and
costs $75 plus a $150
damage deposit. It is a
traditional wedding
ceremony location,
holding “100 people
comfortably,” according
to Cole. Another side
room downstairs can
be rented for $50 and
can hold about 45 people.

The schoolhouse is usually rented out 6 days a
week . “It is a first come first serve type deal,”
Cole says. He recommends making reservations

as soon as a date comes to mind. For
more information contact Claude at 360-
683-4270.
Port Angeles Fine Arts Center

Artistic images and natural sur-
roundings make the Port Angeles Fine Arts Cen-
ter and Webster’s Woods Art Park an unmatched
host location. The center is located at 1203 East

The Old Dungeness
Schoolhouse

SHELLY ZORNES/PENINSULA DAILY NEWS

COURTESY JAKE SENIUK/PORT ANGELES FINE ARTS CENTER

The Port Angeles Fine Arts Center
offers indoor and outdoor wedding
options year-round.

Destinations ______
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4
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Whether it’s summer, fall, winter or spring a
bride is always is search of those perfect wedding
colors. The blooming flowers of the season are col-
ors to be considered when trying to coordinate
wedding color schemes.

There are traditional wedding flowers that
bloom year round, as well as special-order flowers
that can be purchased and delivered. Stephanotis
and gardenia are two white flowers that brides
often favor, says Kindryn Domning, owner of
Avant Garde, a floral shop in Sequim. Roses and
orchids are also flowers of choice but must be
special ordered during certain months.

The flowers that are
most popular are based

on whether the wed-
ding is formal or infor-

mal, according to
Domning. Brides
can pretty much

get any flowers
they want year

round, “as long as
they are willing to pay

for it,” Domning says. “If
you are on a budget then seasonal

flowers are best.”

Domning’s flower arrangements
average between $500 and
$1500 per wedding.

“Brides usually mix seasonal flowers
with something extra special,” Domn-
ing says. The difference in price comes
when non-seasonal flowers are
added into the mix, which adds
“a couple hundred dollars.”

During the summer
months when the weather is
warm, weddings tend to be the
most popular. “Mid July through August
the weather really cooperates,” Domning
explains.

The flowers during the summer months are
the most varied and the most colorful. Lavender,
dahlias, hydrangea and sunflowers are among
the most popular during these hot months. The
colors consist of bright hues of pink, chartreuse,
deep purple and yellow.

When autumn rolls around there is a slow
transition of changing flowers. Think in terms of
the color in the leaves on surrounding trees.
Rust, burnt orange, buttery gold and burgundy
all replicate the foliage of this season says Domn-
ing. Berried items are used to bring more life into
the setting this time of the year.

During the winter months, blooming flowers

are hard to come by unless specially ordered.
So  it is all about textures. “Besides greenery
there are no real specific flowers for these
months,” Domning says. “Winter weddings can

be more glitzy.”
In order to get more richness into winter

displays, fruits, nuts, pods, pinecones and twigs
are accompaniments florists use to spice up the
color and theme.

In the spring, light pastel colors and neutral
bright colors mimic the bulb flowers on the

North Olympic Peninsula. Tulips, calla lilies,
sweet peas, iris, lilacs and peonies are common

wedding flowers between the months of March
and June. “Pastels scream spring.” Although wed-
dings are spread throughout the year, holidays
bring higher prices to the flower market.

“The supply and demand
rises around the holidays,”
Domning reminds, so for people
on a budget, try to stay away
from weddings planned
around major holidays.

No matter the time of
year, flowers are always
in bloom. Basing wed-
ding flowers on in-season
blooms can save you both
time and money.

Staci Sorensen & Josh Herbeck
January 13, 2007

Kara Petersen & Dennis Nichols
January 27, 2007

Shelby Caldwell & Brian Winters
June 10, 2007

Devon Berrigan & Michael Romero
August 25, 2007

Angela Lewis & Tim
August 25, 2007

71285768
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BY SHELLY ZORNES
PENINSULA DAILY NEWS

Seasonal flowers BBUURRSSTT with color



Plan your special Event at Beautiful 
and Historic Fort Worden

Weddings, Family Reunions, Office Parties or 
Holiday Celebrations! From a barbecue at the beach 

to a black tie affair. Our experienced staff will help 
you plan the perfect affair.

Plan early
For more information, call

360-344-4435

200 Battery Way
Port Townsend, WA 98382
www.fortwarden.org/commons
for reservations call 360-344-44441

71279197

From left; The Commons general manager Bob Saring,
executive chef Jason Luong and Karle Coppenrath,
professional wedding consultant work out the finishing
touches for an upcoming celebration.
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The last thank-you note has been sent,
the last gift exchanged, and you are left
with the reminents of your big day. What
are you to do with the napkins, the pic-
tures and all the other goodies from your
wedding?

The answer, make a scrapbook.
In this day and age there is no reason

to simply put your photos in a boring
photo album, make something original
and spectacular.

“You don’t have to be an avid scrap-
booker,” says Tessa Jackson of My
Favorite Memory Parties and Paper
Crafts in Port Angeles.

Jackson has been scrapbooking for
seven years now, and recently purchased
My Favorite Memory.

Now that she owns the business Jack-
son has been passing along her knowl-
edge in a variety of classes including a
beginner scrap class, a wedding journal
class and a tool time class. Each will
assist the beginning srapbooker or
freshen up any rusty skills.

When thinking about a wedding scrap-
book there are many ways to make the
book extremely personal.

Of course the photos are there, but
have more fun with it.

“I like to incorporate the wedding col-
ors, souvenirs and pictures,” says Jackson

“I made a book for a friend as a wed-
ding present and used satin fabric in the
same colors as the bridesmaid dresses.”

The same wedding had an arch with
ivy for the ceremony and Jackson repli-
cated those details with lace and leaves
in the book surrounding a photo of the
couple.

An option for a gift is a wedding scrap-
book made for the couple just as Jackson
did.

“Don’t worry if you don’t have access to
the photos,” Jackson explains, “you can
always make the book and leave places
for the photos. It’s just like a pre-made
book that you buy except personalized.”

To see a full listing of classes offered
at My Favorite Memory Parties and
Paper Crafts, check the Web site at
www.partiesandpaper.com.

Wedding Day Memories
BY CARRIE HEATON
SPECIAL SECTIONS EDITOR

Here are two examples of a
wedding journal and scrapbook
by Tessa Jackson of My
Favorite Memory Parties and
Paper in Port Angeles. Both are
great ways of capturing the
excitement of the planning
process and then the “big” day.



Lauridsen Boulevard in Port Ange-
les and is a creative place to have
that perfect day. The center is open
for both indoor and outdoor wed-
dings and receptions.

As you wind through the tree
covered paths of the Webster’s
Woods, you will end up in the heart
of the outdoor attraction; the grassy
meadow. During the spring white
daisies cover the ground and a sole
tree blossoms with pink, petite flow-
ers.

“Most people are attracted to the
meadow and the courtyard outside,”
says Jake Seniuk, Director at the
art center. “They are the most con-
ducive to weddings.”

The outside area is available any
time of day or night and there is no
limit to the number of people that
can attend.

The art gallery walls are lined
with photographs and paintings and
colorful floor displays are spread
around the room. Warm sunlight
shines through the large north fac-
ing windows during the day, while
the lights of Port Angeles and Victo-
ria, B.C. make a spectacular back-
drop for night weddings. Events
that take place inside the gallery
can hold up to 80 people and must
held outside of normal busi-
ness hours.

During the months of
March through October, the
hours are 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Tuesday through Sunday.
During the off-season,
November through February,
business hours are 10 a.m. to
4 p.m. Tuesday through Sun-
day.

The center hosts a couple
of weddings per year and
they are looking to become
more public with their facil-
ity. “Expanding is something
we are definitely looking at,”
says Rob Sorensen, Director
of Development and Market-

ing. “We want to utilize the facility
on a more regular basis.”

The fees that come along with
using the art center facility include
a use fee, damage deposit, and for
events outside of business hours a
staff fee will also be charged. This is
a place for anyone who wants a
“beautiful, unique setting,” says
Sorensen.

For more information contact the
art center at 360-417-4590.
Fort Worden State Park

If you are looking for a one-stop
wedding location, then Fort Worden
State Park in Port Townsend is just
the place for you. Throughout the
park there are five different indoor
locations for the wedding ceremony

to be held, as well
as many outdoor
locations.

The “number one
location for weddings is
the Victorian chapel,” says
Bob Saring, General Manager at
Fort Worden Commons. “It is the
most popular.”

There are separate buildings for
the reception and outdoor tents are
available for rent if the wedding or
reception is preferred outside, Sar-
ing explains. If your guests are trav-
eling great distances to attend a
wedding then don’t fret, Fort Wor-
den offers housing for the wedding
guests. There are over 110 bedrooms
to choose from. The honeymooners

are kept in mind too. An on-site cas-
tle can be rented as a honeymoon
suite. The second floor, in the two
story castle, has a beautiful water
view and an excellent sight of the
park. The historic castle was built
in 1883 and is the oldest building at
Fort Worden.

Many different wedding and
reception packages can be pur-
chased through the Commons from

assorted menu options to 50 per-
cent  off all day-after wedding

accommodations stay-overs.
Weddings, receptions, guest

housing and even a honey-
moon suite can all be
arranged and accommodated
through the park. If a couple

prefers to bring their own food
and just use the facilities con-

tact the park at 360-344-4436. On
the other hand, for catered food and
services contact the conference cen-
ter at 360-344-4435.

From the downtown public expe-
rience, a private romantic getaway
or a splash of artistic flare; the
Peninsula is full of opportunity and
discovery. Don’t just sit there and
wait for the location to come to you,
open your eyes and look in your
own backyard here on the Penin-
sula. Just remember, weddings are
being held in the places memories
are made, and locations we visit
every day.

71283390
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71283038

(360) 452-6360
Located inside

Dupuis Restaurant
Michael Wall - Chef/Owner

71279180

Destinations__
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

SHELLY ZORNES/PENINSULA DAILY NEWS

Fort Worden State Park offers accommodation and
wedding services in a historic setting including the
castle (right) built in 1883 that now acts as the
honeymoon suite.



105 East First Street • Port Angeles • 457-4303
Open 9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. daily • 12 to 4 p.m. Sundays

61242071

Here Comes The Groom!

Since your coming months will 

be busy with planning, we invite 

you into The Toggery soon, 

where our very capable staff will 

show you our full selection of 

tuxedos. We will be pleased to 

help you with this very special 

occasion.

Having in-store tailors allows 

us to do final fittings and fine 

tune any last-minute needs.

Visit: www.toggerypa.com
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Port Angeles
■ A Hidden Haven Bed and
Breakfast
(360) 452-2719
www.ahiddenhaven.com
stay@ahiddenhaven.com

■ Domaine Madeleine
(360) 457-4174
www.domainemadeleine.com
stay@domainemadeleine.com

■ Five Seasuns Bed and
Breakfast
(360) 452-8248
www.seasuns.com
info@seasuns.com

■ Lake Crescent Lodge
(360) 928-3211
www.lakecrescentlodge.com

■ The Tudor Inn
(360) 452-3138
www.tudorinn.com
info@tudorinn.com

West End
■ Manitou Lodge
(360) 374-6295

www.manitoulodge.com
stay@manitoulodge.com

Sequim
■ Cedarbrook Lavender and
Herb Farm
360-683-7733
www.cedarbrookherbfarm.com

■ The Cutting Garden
(360) 681-3099
www.cuttinggarden.com
info@cuttinggarden.com

Port Townsend/
East End
■ Manresa Castle
(360) 385-5750
www.manresacastle.com
info@manresacastle.com

■ The Inn at Port Hadlock
(360) 385-7030
www.innatporthadlock.com

■ The Resort at Port Ludlow
(877) 805-0868
www.portludlowresort.com
info@portludlowresort.com

A few more wedding
location ideas

OLYMPIC STATIONERS

A one-stop shop for local brides is Olympic
Stationers (122 E Front Street, downtown Port
Angeles). Here you will find elegant tableware for
weddings and showers, guestbooks, feather pens,
toasting goblets, cake toppers, knives and servers,
ring pillows and more. Olympic Stationers offers a
wide selection of Regency custom wedding
invitations to match the look and style of your
wedding.



The style of your dress is the single most important fac-
tor in creating your overall look on your wedding day. Wed-
ding dresses can range from sleek and simple to grand and
elaborate, depending on your personal taste and the state-
ment you want to make on your big day. The silhouette of
your wedding dress is the first image that your groom will
see when you begin your walk down the aisle, and you want
to make sure that your first impression is a memorable one.
Remember that your dress is not only something special to
you, but it is also something special for your groom, and you
want to look your best for the both of you.

This section focuses on the five basic wedding dress
styles: A-line/Princess, Empire, Mermaid/Fishtail, Ball
Gown, and Column. The purpose of outlining each of these
silhouettes is to provide you with the necessary information
you need to find the dress that is best suited for you. Each
of these sections details the different necklines, sleeve
lengths, dress lengths, and fabric choices that are best
suited for each style. By walking into a bridal store with a
clear idea of what you want, you will be saving yourself (and
the salon clerk) a lot of headache. However, there is not a
golden rule in wedding dress designs, and you owe it to
yourself, and your future husband, to be adventurous when
trying on gowns. You will never know what you look like in
certain styles if you never try them on. Who knows, the

style that you may think would look
the worst on your body type

might just be the one you
end up choosing.

A-Line/

Princess
The A-line dress

features a shape
that is fitted
around the bodice
and flows out to
the ground, resem-
bling the outline of
an uppercase A.
The dress flows flu-
idly from the bust to

the hem with an
unbroken line. Due to

its classic and simple
style, the A-line dress is

appropriate for any occa-
sion, from a quiet backyard

gathering, to a traditional church
ceremony.

Options: The A-line is a versatile shape since it can
accommodate many different structural elements, including
horizontal seams that help define your waistline, or a
separate bodice and skirt that feature contrasting
fabrics. The look of the A-line dress is also depen-
dent upon length, which can range from above
the knee for a fun and flirty bride, to a full-
length dress that flows into a chapel-length
train for the more traditional bride.

The princess cut is the most dramatic
variation of the A-line dress. This style
emphasizes the clean lines of the A-line by
utilizing vertical panels that run from the
neckline to the hem. The princess style pro-
vides elongating lines that create a slim-
ming effect since your eye focuses on the
length created by these long, smooth seams.

The A-line style can support many differ-
ent fabric choices, depending on the look you
want. If you desire a simple look, free flowing
silks like charmeuse are the best option
because they allow the dress to hang naturally
and create a soft feminine silhouette. If you
want a more structured appearance that empha-
sizes the continuity of the A-line style, you will
want a heavier fabric that can maintain shape, such
as peau de soie silk or satin. This same effect can also be
achieved with the use of organza, or other supporting
fabrics, that can be layered to create a full skirt.

You can also affect the look of the A-line dress depending
upon the added embellishments you choose. Lace overlays or
bead work can make a simple A-line dress appear more for-
mal, while a touch of color provided by a ribbon or bow can
make a stylish statement.

Things to Consider: The A-line dress is flattering on
almost all body types. The long lines of the princess cut
dress can create the illusion of height on a shorter body, as
well as slim down a rounded figure. The full skirt of the A-
line can also hide a larger lower body, or create the illusion
of curves on a narrow frame. Since the A-line dress is so ver-
satile, simple modifications to the neckline, waistline, or fab-
ric can accentuate your best features and hide those your
not so fond of.

Empire
An empire dress is defined by the raised waistline that

sits just below the bust, from which the rest of the dress
flows down to the hem. This style is usually paired with a
square neckline and wide set straps or sleeves. Like the A-
line, the empire style is very versatile and can accommodate
a wide range of formality.

Options: Since the empire dress is primarily defined by
the placement of the waistline, there are many other design

options that contribute to the overall look of the dress.
Sleeve length on an empire dress can range from long, bell
sleeves for a winter Renaissance wedding, to a sleek, sleeve-
less design perfect for an outdoor summer affair. Skirt style

is another important variable on the empire cut, as it
can flow freely or contour to your body, depend-

ing on the silhouette you want to create.
Lighter fabrics work best on the empire

design because they allow for the most
movement and flow from the waistline.
Layering silk chiffon over a base fabric
will create a romantic effect, especially
if the layers are tiered or arranged in a
petal style that gently overlaps in the
front. Lace is another great choice for
this style that can add texture and
detail to an otherwise simple design.
The empire dress is also perfect for
contrasting two fabrics, such as pair-
ing a detailed brocade bodice with a
simple satin skirt.

Things to Consider: While the
empire dress fits well on most body

types, it is especially suited for those
brides with a smaller bust since it draws

attention to the neckline and creates defin-
ition. Added accents and fabric embellish-

ments, such as capped sleeves or delicate bead
work, will help to draw attention to your chest

and neckline, and therefore create the illusion of a
fuller bust.

Oddly enough, this cut can also work to conceal a large
bust by controlling and minimizing the size of your
breasts due to the traditionally square neckline of the
empire dress. Unlike other necklines that accentuate
breast definition, such as the scoop neck or v-neck,
the Empire’s square cut modestly covers larger
breasts.

The design of the empire dress is also ideal for
covering other unwanted body features such as a
long torso, short legs, or a pear shaped figure.
Since the dress flows from the bust line, it can
easily leave these areas undefined. The structure
of the empire dress is also ideal for pregnant
brides since the fluidity of the dress can accommo-
date a growing belly.

Column
The column dress has a narrow shape that flows

straight down from the neckline to the hem. This
dress, also referred to as a sheath, tends to hug the
body and show any and all of your curves The column
is appropriate for all types of weddings, especially
causal occasions on the beach, or intimate evening
events at a banquet hall.

Options: Due to the simplicity of the column style,

there are many ways to change the overall appearance of
the dress. Mixing various necklines and sleeve
lengths will create a range of different looks around
the basic cut of the column dress. A strapless col-
umn dress will look sexy and elegant, while one
with a bateau neck and long, bell sleeves will
look more romantic and whimsical.

The column silhouette works well with
many different skirt lengths. The classic look
barely grazes the floor, but you can mix it up
with a knee length skirt for a casual after-
noon wedding, or add a bustle and train for
winter church wedding. Because of the sim-
plicity of this style, the length of your dress
can add character and formality to your
gown.

The other major factor in the construction
of the column dress is the fabric. Simply
changing the material choice for this style can
take the same dress from a slinky slip dress to
highly constructed dramatic statement. If you pre-
fer a slip dress, you should look for fabrics that can
flow easily over the contours of your body, like light
silks and satin. Heavier fabrics that can maintain shape,
like damask or peau de soie silk, will give the dress a
defined contour that will withstand movement.

Things to Consider: Similar to the mermaid style, the
column dress is best worn by lean figures, both short and
tall. The elongating nature of this design will help petite
brides appear taller. However, the column dress does not

allow much room for hiding problem areas, such as
a larger lower body. It can conceal minor flaws if

you opt for a constructed column that will stay
in place, but the slip style will be unforgiving.
Also, boxy figures that do not have natural
curves may consider accenting the waistline
with a separate bodice or sash to create
the illusion of a defined waist.

Beware: Body hugging designs such
as the column dress can constrict your
movement, including the ability to sit
and dance as comfortably as you would
wish on your big day.; If you want a
highly-constructed column dress, you
may consider one that has pleats or
gathering in the back that will allow you
to move more freely.

Ball Gown
The ball gown style is perfect for those

brides envisioning a fairy tale wedding.
This silhouette pairs a fitted bodice with a

full skirt that can either be one piece or sepa-
rates. The ball gown is most appropriate for

large, traditional weddings where the dress will
be consistent with the formality of the event.

Options: Much like the A-line dress, the
ball gown can support many different

necklines and sleeve lengths. Various
combinations of these elements cre-

ate many different looks for many
different occasions. If you are hav-
ing a very formal or traditional
wedding where you are expected
to be covered, choosing a ball
gown with a portrait neck and
long sleeves will keep you cov-
ered but also show your femi-
ninity. You can achieve a dra-
matic effect by choosing a
strapless ball gown and pairing
it with opera length gloves. If
you want a simple yet elegant

look, you can go with a sleeveless,
scooped neck bodice that flows all

the way to the ground.
Trains are perfect with the ball

gown since the substantial structure of
the skirt can balance the weight of a

train. Whether you want the long theatrical
presence of the cathedral length train or the sub-

dued look of the brush length train, the ball gown can
accommodate this traditional feature.

The ball gown can showcase a number of different fabric
choices that highlight different aspects of the dress. The use
of satin or a chiffon overlay creates a very elegant and tradi-
tional silhouette. Intricate beading or lace work on the
bodice, paired with a simple satin skirt will draw attention
to the upper body. Light and fluffy layers on the skirt will
help to create a floating effect. The volume of the ball gown
can be achieved in a number of ways.; The skirt may require
a petticoat or crinoline to support its structure. Layering
fabric, such as organza, taffeta, or tulle, can also create this
same effect.

Things to Consider: While this style can accommodate
most body types, the ball gown is ideal for slender or pear-
shaped figures as the full skirt helps to accentuate the waist
and hide the lower body. If you have a large bust, this style
will help to create the hourglass look since it emphasizes the
waistline due to the fitted bodice and natural or dropped
waist.

Beware: The volume of the ball gown can create false
and unwanted illusions. Be careful if you are on the shorter
side since you may not have the height to balance the size of
the skirt. Also, instead of complimenting the figure of a full-
breasted bride, the skirt could actually cause her to look
larger. Keep these factors in mind when considering a ball
gown, and remember that an A-line or princess cut dress can
be more flattering while still providing the desired effect.
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which is right for you?
So many dresses ...

hhoooossiinngg  aa  ddrreessss  ccaann  bbee  ddiiffffiiccuulltt  wwiitthh  ssoo  mmaannyy  sshhaappeess  aanndd  ssttyylleess..  BBeeffoorree  yyoouu  hheeaadd  oouutt  sshhooppppiinngg,,  iitt’’ss
hheellppffuull  ttoo  hhaavvee  aann  iiddeeaa  ooff  wwhhaatt  yyoouu  aarree  llooookkiinngg  ffoorr  aanndd  wwhhaatt  ttyyppiiccaallllyy  wwoorrkkss  bbeesstt  oonn  yyoouurr  bbooddyy  sshhaappee..
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C

AA--LLiinnee  oorr  PPrriinncceessss

EEmmppiirree

CCoolluummnn

BBaallll  GGoowwnn
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AAllll  ddrreesssseess  ppiiccttuurreedd  aarree  ccoouurrtteessyy  ooff  BBllaacckk  DDiiaammoonndd  BBrriiddaall..



When it comes to the
reception, music is a big
decision. Live bands, disc
jockeys and mp3 players all
offer options, but which is
right for you?

Live bands add a per-
sonal touch to any wedding
while DJ’s and mp3 players
offer a larger music selec-
tion.

“It depends on what peo-
ple want,” says John
Frichette, owner of Digital
DJ Services in Sequim.

There are many advan-
tages to live music. First
and foremost, a live band
enables you to customize
events, says Victoria
McDonald, an event pro-
ducer in Port Angeles.

When looking for a live
band, make sure they are
willing to play cover songs;
meaning, reproducing
another artist’s work.
When bands play covers
they not only have their
own songs, but can play
traditional wedding songs
and take requests from the
audience.

At a typical four hour
wedding reception, about
40 songs are needed, says
Frichette, who also plays in
the local band Big Fine
Daddies.

The audience is more
involved with live bands
and more in-tune with
what is being played.
Bands also tend to provide
the audience with a more
energized atmosphere,
McDonald says.

There are lots of local
bands on the Peninsula
willing to play at events
such as weddings; it is just
a matter of locating their
contact information. The
easiest way is to ask
around or search online for

bands in the area. There
are many fantastic and
new emerging bands in
this area says McDonald.

Advertised professional
DJ’s are few and far in-
between on the Peninsula.
DJ’s, like a live band, offer
a human aspect to the
music that is being played.
The biggest difference is
that DJ’s tend to be
cheaper than a live band
and you can pick from a
larger selection of music,

says Frichette. He has
DJ’d close to 100 weddings
in the past 7 years.

Frichette’s rates are
$450 for 4 hours and $500
for 5 hours.

“If they want me to play
at the ceremony too then
that is an extra $150,”
Frichette says.

When a DJ is present all
the technical problems are
dealt with and normally
prevented before anything
goes wrong mechanically.

The advantage to having a
DJ at your wedding is the
presentation.

“Quality equipment
produces quality sound,”
Frichette says.

Renting DJ equipment
is another option when
funds are short, but if you
are not familiar with the
technology then you could
run into problems.

Another option when it
comes to music is the do-it-
yourself method.

One way is plugging in
an iPod or other mp3

player to a computer or
nice speakers, putting the
songs on shuffle and let-
ting them play away.

You are able to set a
play list before your recep-
tion and are able to ensure
any special songs are avail-
able.

Whether a live band, DJ
or an iPod is entertaining
the crowd at your wedding,
just remember it is your
special day and you want
to make it as personal as
possible, while staying on a
budget.

108 S. Lincoln St. P.A. 452-9440

Put the “show” in shower

M-Th 10-5:30
Fri-Sat 10-7:00
Sun 12-5:00 71285504

��������    �	�
�    ����    �����	�����

71263798

By
AppointmentMember Better

Business Bureau

6C
286672
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Live or recorded, music sets

the tone for your reception
BY SHELLY ZORNES
PENINSULA DAILY NEWS



1. Don’t say, “Just tell
me when to show up.”

Nothing will make her
happier, nothing will make
her realize she made the
right decision by saying
yes, and nothing will make
your life easier, than if you
can suck it up and show a
little interest.
2. Don’t ever say
throughout this entire
process, “I don’t care”
when asked your opin-
ion.

We suggest you even
stay away from “It’s up to
you, baby.” Always offer
input and your opinion
carefully. If asked which
you like better, select one,
even if you don’t care.
Sometimes you have to tai-
lor your opinion in order to
build her confidence on a
decision. There is nothing
wrong with saying, “what-
ever you want honey, I just
want you to be happy.”
3. Don’t complain about
the cost of things.

Getting hitched gives
vendors the chance to
really take you for a ride.
Engagements can be com-
plicated by stressful discus-
sions concerning the bud-
get. Set your budget and
negotiate every cost to the
best of your ability. Explain
your budget to your ven-
dors and see what they can
offer you within your bud-
get. Prioritize what is most
important to both of you; so
that you know what you
can skimp on and what you
can’t.
4. Don’t skimp on the
bar or the entertain-
ment.

People always remem-

ber the annoying cash bar
with one bartender or the
DJ that played “Come on
Eileen” twice. No one
remembers the cake or

even the food. A good party
needs lots of free drinks
and a jammin’ band.
5. Don’t spend every
waking moment
together talking about
and planning the wed-
ding.

Set aside time at least
once a week, in which you
spend enjoying each other.
6. Don’t leave gift regis-

tration responsibilities
all to your bride.

Help decide what bridal
registries you are going to
use. Be aware that your
bride may have strong
opinions on this one.
Understand you will need
house stuff, like duvet cov-

ers, china, new glasses, but
show your interest by not-
ing which store has the
wine glasses you like; or
which store has the best
appliances to meet your
needs.

Tux and suit rentals for 
Weddings, Proms and 
Black Tie Events.
Now renting Kilts too!
Peninsula Tux is inside 
Dockside Cleaners

1213 Water St. Port Townsend
360-385-4585 71279250

71286800

B O TA N I C A L A R T I S T R Y

When art, magic and your story are 
captured in a moment…

Artistically expressed florals as unique 
to you as your signature…

KINDRYN DOMNING, OWNER
WWW.AVANT-GARDE-SEQUIM.COM
683-5218
261321 HWY 101 • SEQUIM
(WEST OF SUNNY FARMS)

71279189

Your Wedding is Special…
so put your personal touch on it.

We have the supplies and personnel to help you with 
creative, hand-made invitations & paper items.

We’ll bring your ideas to life so your day is perfect!
Special bulk purchase discount available.

Classes & free consultations to assist you or 
your planner

& Sweet Pea
Productions

1980 W. Sims Way, PT
(360) 385-0708
craftscottage@cablespeed.com

Penny Westerfield
(360) 385-1456

tink@olypen.com
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Hey, what about the groom?
GGrroooommss  aarree  nnoottoorriioouuss  ffoorr  nnoott  bbeeiinngg  ppaarrtt  ooff  tthhee
wweeddddiinngg  ppllaannnniinngg  pprroocceessss..  OOfftteenn  ttiimmeess  tthhoouugghh,,  hhee
mmiigghhtt  jjuusstt  nneeeedd  aa  ffeeww  ssuuggggeessttiioonnss  oonn  wwhheerree  hhee  ccaann
hheellpp..  HHeerree  iiss  aa  lliisstt  ooff  tteenn  iiddeeaass  ffoorr  tthhee  ggrroooomm  tthhaatt  wwiillll
hheellpp  eeaassee  tthhee  ssttrreessss  ooff  ppllaannnniinngg  ffrroomm  tthhee  bbrriiddee..

SPECIAL TO PENINSULA
DAILY NEWS

TURN TO GROOMS/PAGE 14



Independent Sales Director
416 South Chambers St.
Port Angeles, WA 98362

(360) 452-5847  (360) 460-9631 Cell
www.marykay.com/jcoughenour

e-mail: jcoughenour@marykay.com

71283031

Independent Beauty Consultant
109 San Juan Dr.

Sequim, WA 98382-9326
(360) 582-0917

jmcgee@surfmk.com
www.marykay.com/jmcgee3

Independent Beauty Consultant
P.O. Box 2547

Port Angeles, WA 98362
(360) 452-4419

anneappleby107@hotmail.com
www.marykay.com/amappleby

Independent Beauty Consultant
401 Monroe Rd

Port Angeles, WA 98362
(360) 457-4941

kat929@msn.com
www.marykay.com/krygaard

keep alleyes
on the

bride.
Look simply radiant for your 
wedding day. Schedule a
free makeover. Invite your 

bridesmaids. Your mom. I can even 
help with great gifts for your 

wedding party. Call me today.
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Just make sure you pick things of a
varying price range to allow all your
guests to buy a gift that is within their
means. After she has made the final deci-
sions on a place or two, suggest places
and items that you would like, such as
tools, grills, sporting equipment and elec-
tronics.
7. Don’t wait to be told to do some-
thing.

Volunteer and offer to do things before
she asks you to. It will make you look
interested and save you from the, “I can’t
do this all by myself” argument.
8. Don’t think everything is under
your control.

No matter how well you plan, no mat-
ter how many times you double check
everything, something will happen that
you can’t control. Flowers will end up at
the wrong church, it may rain the entire
day, your limo driver may fall asleep or

the minister may be late. Be prepared for
anything. Don’t sweat it and laugh it off.
9. Don’t wait until the last moment
(ie. the alter) to decide you no longer
want to get married.

This is kind of important. Just our
opinion though. We all get a little cold
feet, but if you are having serious doubts
about marrying your bride, call the wed-
ding off now and postpone the date or
cancel it completely.

Nothing is worse than having nonre-
fundable, round-trip tickets to Dayton,
Ohio and finding out two days before that
the wedding is off. However, the Air Force
Museum is worth the trip, even from Cali-
fornia.
10. Don’t forget that this is supposed
to be fun!!!

So if things get hectic, take your future
Bride aside and tell her how excited you
are to be marrying her. Then do some-
thing that’s not wedding related for the
rest of the day.

Grooms ___
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

STORY COURTESY OF WWW.THEGROOMGUIDE.COM.

Mermaid
The mermaid silhouette

contours to the body from the
chest to the knee, then flares
out to the hem. This is a very
sexy look that highlights the
curves of a woman’s body.
For this reason, you must be
confident and comfortable in
your skin to pull off this dra-
matic style.

Options: The mermaid
style can support just about
all necklines and sleeve
lengths to reveal or cover as
much skin as you desire.
Since this dress is captivat-
ing by design, a high neck
and long sleeves will still
create an alluring look with-
out being too sexy. If
you want to show off
your skin, you can
opt for a strap-
less neckline,
or a halter
with a plung-
ing v-neck to
accentuate
your seduc-
tive side.

The look
of the mer-
maid dress
is influ-
enced by
the various
skirt styles
available.
The skirt can
flare out above
the knee, at the
knee, or below the
knee for slightly dif-
ferent silhouettes. The
shape of the skirt and
the hem can also affect how
the dress looks. A round skirt
provides volume all the way
around the lower part of the
bride, whereas a trumpet
flare creates volume that
flows out behind the bride.
There is also a flamenco flare
that gathers the lower part
of the dress in the front for a
Spanish feel.

The mermaid dress can
either be slinky or highly
constructed, depending on
the fabric it is made from. If
you want a slip style dress
that lightly hugs the curves

of your body, light-weight
silks and satin are the best
choices. Stiff fabrics, how-
ever, will draw attention to
the construction and dra-
matic shape of the dress.
Either way, the mermaid
style evokes images of
sophistication and sex-
appeal, whether it is worn at
a casual beach wedding, or a
formal evening affair.

Things to Consider:
The mermaid cut is not for
everyone. This daring design
is best worn by slender fig-
ures, both short and tall.
Since the mermaid dress is
made to hug the body and
show every curve, it is not
well suited for those brides
with full figures. However, if
you are on the voluptuous
side and want to accentuate
your curves, this is the per-

fect dress for you.
The most impor-

tant thing to
keep in mind

when consid-
ering a Mer-
maid style
dress is
whether
or not you
will feel
comfort-
able
wearing
it on your
big day.
You may

have a
flawless fig-

ure perfect
for this type

of dress, but if
you do not feel

confident in it, it is
not worth choosing.

Beware: Clingy slip
dress such as the mermaid
often reveal embarrassing
underwear lines. These lines
not only reveal what you are
wearing under the dress, but
also take away from the ele-
gance of your overall look. It
is important to keep this in
mind when considering a
tight fitting or body hugging
dress since it may restrict
what items you are actually
able to wear underneath the
dress.

STORY COURTESY OF

WWW.WEDDINGSOLUTIONS.COM.

Gowns____
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

MMeerrmmaaiidd



71286941
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Buying diamonds can be a
bit stressful. Between the
cost and not knowing the
product, it’s tough.

Martha Greenleaf, owner
of Diamonds Plus, wants to
change that experience for
her customers and make it
something enjoyable.

Greenleaf offers a few tips
for couples that are looking
for buying that special ring.
■ Set a budget and stick
to it.

It’s easy to be blown away
and see lots of rings you like,

but be reasonable about what
you can afford so you aren’t
left with payments forever.
■ Consider you lifestyle.

When looking at rings,
really consider your occupa-
tion and activities. Your ring
is something you wear regu-
larly, and it defeats the pur-
pose if you have to take it off
all the time.
■ Communicate about
likes and dislikes

Women know what they
like and don’t like. If a couple
is talking marriage, then talk
about what you want in your
ring so that your groom
knows what to look for.

■ Buy with your eyes not
your ears

Really look at the diamond
and the piece you are buying.
Don’t be pushed into buying
something more expensive
just because someone tells
you. Each diamond is unique,
so pick the one you like to
look at.

Greenleaf is a certified
diamontologist and has been
educating her customers on
diamonds for the last ten
years, but only opened Dia-
monds Plus last year. She
shows by appointment only
and comes to your home or
workplace.

Greenleaf loves the jew-
elry business. “If I can make
this possible for everyone, it’s
worth everything.”

We provide the ultimate 
in moist cakes that taste 

as good as they look!

71286677
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T hey say, diamonds are a girl’s best friend
TThheerree  aarree  tthhiinnggss  yyoouu  nneeeedd  ttoo  kkeeeepp  iinn  mmiinndd  wwhheenn
llooookkiinngg  ffoorr  tthhee  rriigghhtt  ddiiaammoonndd  ffoorr  yyoouu..  HHeerree  aarree  aa
ffeeww  ooff  tthhoossee  ffrroomm  aann  eexxppeerrtt..

Martha Greenleaf of Diamonds Plus likes to
educate her customers and takes the time to
explain different cuts and carats before a
purchase to ensure the customer understands
what they are buying and are happy with it.

COURTESY MARTHA GREENLEAF/DIAMONDS PLUS

BY CARRIE HEATON
SPECIAL SECTIONS EDITOR

Cottage Queen
Find the perfect wedding or bridal shower gift at
the Cottage Queen (315 East First Street, Port
Angeles). The store is full of great gifts from
furniture and appliances to elegant robes and
pajamas. Make the shower fun with humorous
kitchen magnets and linens (like those pictured
below), trays, t-shirts, thongs, pillowcases and
more. Pamper the bride and bridesmaids with
Cottage Queen's extensive selection of candles,
lotions, jewelry and make-up.



71279253

71279252
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CEDARBROOK LAVENDER

AND HERB FARM

Fresh cut lavender will add a wonderful
scent to any wedding held at the Cedarbrook
Lavender and Herb Farm in Sequim. The
farm is new to hosting weddings, but has
been in business since 1967 and offers
wonderful backdrops. Cedarbrook is set on
8.5 acres of land and offers five outdoor
wedding locations. For more information
contact Marcella Stachurski at 360-683-7733.



• Seattle Bride Magazine
• Sunset Magazine
• The Seattle Times
• Olympic Lifestyles Magazine
• Gardening How To Magazine

cuttinggarden.com cuttinggarden.com 

360-681-3099360-681-3099

Let us host your
Garden Wedding & Reception

on our 24 acre flower farm.
Recommended by

The Cutting Garden

71286082
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Big or small, unique or traditional,
Michael Wall is up for the challenge of cre-
ating a couple’s dream wedding cake.

Wall is the chef and owner of Raindrop
desserts in Port Angeles, and has been in
the culinary business for the past twelve
years. Before coming to the North Olympic
Peninsula four years ago he worked in
Atlanta, Ga.

Although Wall makes cakes for any
occasion, he particularly enjoys being
part of weddings.

“It’s a celebration, that’s why I
like to be involved in them,” Wall
comments.

While so many parts of the wed-
ding planning process can be stress-
ful, the cake is something many cou-
ples look forward to, with good rea-
son; it’s cake.

When brides or couples come in
for an appointment with Wall,
he says he likes to have fun.

“What I try to do is to be
as accommodating as possi-
ble,” he says.

Many times people come in to the
process with no idea of what they want.

That’s what Wall is here for, to ask all
the right questions.

“I invite them to bring ideas into the
appointment, and if they don’t have any I
have them look through my album for
ideas,” Wall explains.

The discussion of flavors, shape and top-
pers among other details must be decided.

Though the normal popular flavors of
yellow or chocolate cakes are available,
Wall also offers many other options includ-

ing carrot cake, red velvet and
tiramisu.

In the end, “I let them have what
they want,” he says simply.

Wall’s shop not only makes cakes,
but also offers a wide range of truf-
fles, chocolates and other sweet
delights that are available for any

gathering.
“Mini pastries are a way to add

variety” to the reception Wall says
“by adding extra flavors.”

Wall made about 40 wed-
ding cakes this past year,
and he normally asks for
about a month’s notice.

Cakes that will steal the show

Michael Wall has been making cakes and desserts for
four years on the Peninsula. His shop is located in
Dupuis’ Restaurant at 256861 Hwy. 101 just east of
Port Angeles. Wall likes to have fun creating a cake
that fits the individual. From the chocolate drip cake
(top left) to the devil duck grooms cake (bottom right)
Wall works with couples to create a memorable cake.

COURTESY MICHAEL WALL/RAINDROP DESSERTS
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For your big day, make it “a fair to remember”!

Clallam County Fairgrounds
1608 West 16th Street Port Angeles

Contact Kathy Roemer for bookings
360-417-2551

71285505

Clallam County Fair Grounds offers several great amenities Clallam County Fair Grounds offers several great amenities 
including:including:

Extensive parkingExtensive parking
Three kitchensThree kitchens
Large GazeboLarge Gazebo
Spacious interior rooms for banquets and receptionsSpacious interior rooms for banquets and receptions
Brand new amphitheater with seating for 500Brand new amphitheater with seating for 500
Beautiful outdoor settings with trees and grassBeautiful outdoor settings with trees and grass
The perfect venue for large or “special theme” weddingsThe perfect venue for large or “special theme” weddings

71285502315 East 1st St. Port Angeles • 452-8878

Lingerie, robes, pajamas, bridal theme t-shirts and panties, lotions, cards Lingerie, robes, pajamas, bridal theme t-shirts and panties, lotions, cards 
and invitations, games, candles, jewelry, gag gifts and much more.and invitations, games, candles, jewelry, gag gifts and much more.
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The wedding dress is for
many, the most important
part of the wedding day. The
process should be one of the
most fun parts of planning
of your wedding.

Finding the perfect dress
can be difficult, and one of
the ways to avoid the frus-
trations of all those pre-
made dresses is to have one
designed and custom made
for you. That’s where Belva
Bodey at Black Diamond
Bridal in Port Angeles
comes in.

Many brides have spent
hours looking through
bridal magazines and have
ideas of what they like. By
choosing to have their gown
made they can put all the
pieces they like together.

In an appointment with
Belva, there is a lot to cover.

“A bride often comes in
with lots of design ideas,
and we work through them
all,” Belva explains. “We dis-
cuss why something works
and why something might
not.”

A major component is the
bride’s body size and type.
Many of the magazines lay
out rules about dress
designs and what works on
different body types. Those
“rules” can quite often be
bent or broken when design-
ing a custom dress.

“We can modify things to
make them work,” Belva
says. Her philosophy is,
“don’t tell me what won’t
work, because I’ll make it
work!”

For example, people with
wide hips are advised to
stay away from a sheath
dress, but when designing
your own, Belva explains
how adding just a bit of a
flare can make the dress
work wonderfully if that’s
what the bride wants.

As a meeting with Belva

progresses, she works on a
sketch of the dress.

In addition to getting to
customize the design, you
are also able to choose the
fabrics to be used, from silks
to chiffons it’s all up to you.

Having a gown designed
does require some advanced
planning. Belva says she
tends to like about six
months in advance, while
the on-the-ball brides come
up to a year in advance.

A custom dress is not the
way to go if budget is a con-
cern. Belva’s average custom
dresses range from $1200 to
$3000.

There is a way to get a
custom look without the
expense of designing a gown
though, and that is alter-
ations to a pre-made dress.
The average cost for a ready
made dress at Black Dia-
mond Bridal is between
$400 and $600.

Belva explains that tak-
ing a dress and just chang-
ing a few parts can turn out
to be the perfect dress with
less than half of the cost.

Another way is taking a
vintage dress from say a
grandmother or mother and
making the adjustments
and updates to a dress to
make it work for the bride.

In addition to the bride’s
gown, Black Diamond Bridal
carries a wide range of
bridesmaid dresses, evening
gowns, mother-of-the-bride
and groom dresses and
flower girl dresses.

Belva has been designing
and making wedding
dresses for 35 years now
and loves every minute of it.

“I’m doing exactly what I
want to be doing,” Belva
says. Everyday it’s “who do
I get to see glow and say
this is exactly what I want.”

Belva says simply, “every
time I send a dress out, I
send a piece of myself with
it.”

BY CARRIE HEATON
SPECIAL SECTIONS EDITOR

Passion for dresses 
resonates in designs



For All Your Bridal Needs

360-452-2354
Call For Your Private Viewing of Our Collection Today!

Photos by Iantha Frazer and Sherrie Shouten Photography

71284822
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